THE MAN I KNEW

on official business, but when that was finished we went to
see the house that I had taken at Kingston Hill. Douglas was
quite delighted with it. We managed to play a round or two
of golf at Coombe Hill and at Sunningdale and we both
enjoyed our games. The weather was lovely. On our way
back to London from Sunningdale we called on Lord Derby
at Coworth Park. He, too, was very worried about the
political situation.

Douglas returned to France on the 2yth of November,
but just before leaving London Lord Edmund Talbot came
to see him on behalf of Mr. Bonar Law, who was anxious to
know if he could help the army in any way big or small.
Douglas told him of the need for more men and more power-
fully engined aeroplanes to enable us to retain the supremacy
of the air. Lord Edmund said that he was sure Mr. Bonar Law
would put these points before the War Cabinet.

Douglas left Charing Cross about eleven o'clock, but
they had to make a great detour when crossing the Channel
as Admiral Bacon feared some mines- When he returned to
his G.H.Q. at Montreuil he found that everything had gone
on satisfactorily during his absence. He was grieved to learn
from General Kiggell how some men of the Border Regi-
ment, who had pushed forward on the i8th of November,
had been cut oft in the trenches east of Beaumont Hamel.
Although the greatest efforts had been made by General
Gough of the Fifth Army to relieve them, they had been
obliged to surrender.

Immediately Douglas returned to France he had to attend
more meetings at Chantilly. These conferences had started
to take place earlier in the month owing to the government
crises both in London and Paris. There were rumours that
Jof&e would have to go, and Douglas was sorry about this
because he liked the old man and on the whole they had got
on well together. It was suggested that Joffre be given a job
as nominal head of the Allied Council of War and made a